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PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 20068-2007

We enjoyed anctner year of interesting and informatve programs: Kelly Sprall told us about the work
of preserving historic Darien while planning for fulure changes, Christy Crisp of GHS gave us off-beat
info on Jamas Oglethorpe; we heard about the Jekyll 1sland Club's women members from June Hall
McCash, Pamela Bauer Mueller reviewed her book MARY MUSGROVE QUEEN OF THE CREEKS,
Jamas Jordan recounted his sbory of the illegal stave trade in Amernca through THE SAGA OF THE
SLAVE SHIPF WANDERER, Mary Evelyn Hoffhaus told us of her family's long history in Mclntosh
County, Laura and Meredilh Devendor! of Malon Blulf recounted the role of the live osk in Georgia and
the warld: and Robert Weber of GHS taught us about the comman soldiar of the American Revalution

The summer picnic at the Fort, our "Show and Tell” mghl, and the Chrisimas pary at Belvedere with
Eversit's eggnog were the social highbghts of our year. Bul undoubtedly the program “hghlight’ was
Buddy's presentation, “Early Spanish Setflement on the Georgia Coast, 1525-1721." o a standing-room-
anly crowd of more than BY people, In Noevember and December wea spansansd Buddy's six-lciura
series on "The History of Darien and Meinfosh County”™ which was held at the Fort and enjoyed by many
Meintesh and Glynn County parsipants,

"Altamaha Echoos” saw a "changing-of-lhe-guard {i.e., edior]’ this year, s Myrile Newbarry [6ft us -
and Mcintosh - to move to a Stone Mountain retirement community, turning over this job which she had
hald for 16 years 1o Carole Willlams, David Miller agreed 1o be responsibda for Myrika's oltber job - taking
care of Publicatons and Books.

We had two great field trips arranged by Jean Hawking = Mclntosh Seed's bus tour of the Harris Meck
area and a walking tour of Civil War sibes in Savannah,

We continued our mambarship in the Chamber of Commace, gave $100 0 support of tha Blassing of
the Fleet, instalied a plaque and planted an oak tree at Fort King George in memary of lang-tiime member
Dyeon Flanders, contributed $1,000 to the Melntosh At Associabon, and persevered for months undil the
light in the Fort King George parking lof was finally instafled. \We send a letter in support of Darien's grant
application for funds 1o halp sel up 8 Dargn histonic sdes walking 1rail, had input inte the DOT's
assessment of the historic value of varwous areas in the county that would be affected by highway projects
(WP Jack Godiey look on this b for us), and our Schelarship Commities chaired by Ann
Howard presented the Buddy Sullivan annual scholarship award o Mallary Jarmal, one of MCA's Llop
graduating senars

Jim Bruce confinues to do a wonderful job as our webmasier, keepng everything up te date and
adding archives when matenal is available. Howard and Jeanne Klippel are integral to the ie of LAHS,
laking care of programs and membership, The Clarks are masters of hospitality, and wa now have an
LAHS historian - Buddy Sullivan Al our commiltee chairs are much appreciated and needed and
desarva 8 "reund of applause” for their hard work, likewise, your secretary, Betty Ewing, and treasurar,
Kaye Traer.

We continue to enjoy our relationship with Fort King George through the generosity of Steven Smith,
Supenntendent As far as | can sea, LAHS @ ihriving because of evaryone's participation and interast,
and | have enjoyed serving you as presidant during 1his first year of my two-year 12mm.

Harriet Rabarson, Presideni



LAHS MEETING, Thursday, June 21, 2007, 5:30 p.m.
POT LUCK PICNIC SUPFER, Fort King George Historic Site

Picnic Supper for LAHS members and guests. Flease plan to attend and
bring a dish to share. LAHS will furnish drinks and the meat.
Come and enjoy great fellowship!

LAHS MEETING, Thursday, July 19, 2007, 7:00 p.m.

Fort King George Historic Site
Dutch treat supper, 5:45 p.m. at B&J Pizza

Curt Steger will be presenting a program on the "Wit and Wisdom of Robert E.
Lee,” Mr, Steger is a Civil War historian and author of the book entitled “The
Character and Faith of Robert E. Lee.” He graduated from Eastern Kentucky
University, taught history and coached basketball at the high school level for 8
years before entering the banking profession. He has served as President, Chief
Executive Officer and Board Member of Commonwealth Bank in Mt. Sterling, KY
for over 20 years. He uses the life of Robert E. Lee in motivational speaking
engagements to various groups on the topic of “Leadership with Character and
Faith,” He recently completed a book on Stonewall Jackson and is publishing a
"Character Calendar” on Robert E. Lee.

LAHS Board of Directors Meeting, Thursday, August 16, 2007, 4:00 p.m.

Fort King George Hisloric Site
LAHS members are always welcome

LAHS MEETING, Thursday, August 16, 2007, 7:00 p.m.

Fort King George Historic Site
Dutch treat supper, 5:45 p.m. at B&J Pizza

PROGRAM WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT A LATER DATE.



[Geargia Mivtaricnl Marker located at City Hall, ane black from U5 170 - "The Buerning of Daren.” On diae 11 T80T (e
seapevT af Darien wies vandabized aod beened by Federal fovees stotloned on nearby 50 Simens Jsiend,  The fown was fengely
deserted, most of (ts 500 residents kawing soughl refuge dnfand, Dosd weee pubiic boildings, chorches, businesses and mast
privale residences, Condwdling The rald were urdls covmpiied af amang e farsd African-Amencon fraops B serve the Unlan
cavse, the 547 Messachusetts Valinteers wader Col. Bpbert G, Shaw, ood the 7™ Sauth Coroling Voluateers wnder Ol fomes
Sonfgamery, The busing of Barien, urdefenced and of fiele streteql mpeortance, wis one of P miosf confroversin events of
the el War.

Living on the Georgia Tidewater - Excerpts fram Eanly Doys on the Georgia Tidewater by Buddy Sullivan:
Darlen,..... was largely a deserted town by the spring of 1862 because of a prevalent Union naval threat
from the blockading ships offshore, Darien’s value as a commercial port of export had steadily declined
since the 18405 with the loss of most of 115 eotton trade 1o Savannah. Excopl for an occasional blockade
rignner dashing out of Darien under the cover of darkness with baled cotton rafted down the Altamaha
from the Georgia interior (Savannah was under heavy blockade), little cotton, or anything else, was
being shipped from Darien after earty 1862,

Thus, it is exceedingly difficult to find a satisfactory explamation for the orders, and subsequent
behavior, of the Linion ferce from 5t. Simans which leoted, vandalized, then burned the town of Darlen
on June 11, 1863, The Yankee force, comprised mostly of Megro troops officered by whites, levaled a
town that had absclutely no strategic value whatever, either militarily or economically, The Federals
knew and fully understood the insignificance of Darien, but they nonetheless proceeded to destroy
Darien - . ..

In History of the Massaochusetts Fifty-Fourth, a letter Shaw wrote to his mother is quoted: “After the
fown was preity thaoroughly disemboweled, (Shaw wrote), he (Montgamery) said ta me that he would
brurn the town, He speoks in o very low tone, ond has quite o sweet smile when addressing you. | told
frim [ died not want the resporsibifity of it, and he wos only foo kappy to take 't oll on his showlders ., The
reasons he gave me for destroping Davien were that the Southerners must be mode to feel that this was
o real war, and that they were to be swept away by the hand of God like the fews of oid. In theory, it
rray seem off right to some; but when it comes to being made the instrument of the Lord’s vengeance, |
rmpsedf don’t ke it Then he sops, ‘We are outlowed, and therefore not bound by the rules of regular
waorfare,”  Dut that mokes it none the less revelting fo wreak oul wengegnce on the innocent and
defenceless.”

Accarding to (Caplain Luish Emilie's history, Montgomery “apalied the torch to the lost buildings with his
awn hand Fanned by o high wind, the ffames eventually destrayed sverpthing bet part of a church, o
Sfew howses, ond some fumber works owned in the North.”

A fimal word or two serves to sum up this unpleasant affair from the standpoint of those most affected
by it, the townspeople of Darien themsebves: “The value in money | would nat hove thought so much af,
o5 { am getting wsed to it,” a citizen wrote. "But there is something in the word home that puts money
out of the guestion.”

Darien was well on the way toward recovery by the spring of 1869 when the beloved Southern general,
Robert E. Lee, paid a short visit to the town, a year before his death, Tired and worn out at the age of 63
from his campalgns, Lee was on his way to visit his father’s grave an Cuomberland Island, taking passage
in the steampr Lizséde Boker which ran the inland route between Savannah and Florida, When the boat
stopped at Darien, Lee agreed to a short reception on board and enthusiastic citizens, in the process of
rebuilding Darien into a busy timber port, stopped and crowded the waterfrant, "bringing flowers and
expressions af esteem to the revered leader of the Lost Cause.”
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Cearrison Yeekend
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Join the Garrison Tor o day ol artillery drills, musker
firimps, nnd soldiers™ lile activities,

Cannons Across The Marsh
Wednesday, July 4, 2007, 10000 a.mi. — 400 pon.

Celebrate America’s birthday at the Garrison with a
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and soldiers” life activitics. Free watermelon and
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1-B00-424-8802

Call to report aey kind of suspiciows activiey
v gl see b or arotnd o walerwaps
TIEs B et aigii=tae OIS s e,

Coastal Crenrgin Historicad ."il.'-.'il.'L_'.
“The Ladpe,”™ Lide 51, Simons [stand - s i —

; watils s
TslE “;n"; vogr O'd BL6]
z g ! ALIIO0S TVIINOLEIH
Janug] wmael VHYIWYLIY H3n01

— i i goele eifioan ‘usue(
SObT %08 0 d
HIF RO MIUIST. TR 43T



