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OCTOBER EVENT TO BEMEFIT THE BLOCKHOUSE
BUILDING FUND

A walking tour of three historic Darien landmarks peopled by students in authentic
vintage dress will be staged on the afternoon of the 25th, from 2 1o 5, the last Sunday
in Ocober. Tickers may be purchased that day at the front desk of the old Danen
Jorel and Cafe{187-), now Mclnrosh Square, for $6.00, $3,00 students, Advanced
parchase prices will be $5.00 and $2.50 respectively. It is hoped that sach LAHS
member will be respensible for the sale of 10 tickets prior to the date.

Men and women's travel suits, dance attire and going away ensembles of 2 by-
gone day will be featured a8 poests drculate while tea is mken at Tez Cop Tearoom
there in the hotel. Classical music will accompany this scgment. Wedding dresses and
suits, christzning gowns, judges’ robes and widows' weeds will be seen at the Metho-
dist Church (1841) accompanied by the strains of organ music peculiar to the Vie-
tarian Pﬂfiﬂd and before.

Across the street, sbo on Vernon Square, 2t Open Gates (1876), parlor music playes
on a 190z Steinway will provide backgroend music for at home dresses, childrens’
clothes, doll clathes, lingerie and bathing suits. In 2 home furnished with eollections
of 10th century furniture, accessaries, and clothing too fragile w be worn will be
displayed on forms or by slides.

As one walks from place 1o place girls in period sports attire and walking suits will
provide interest. Because of the uniqueness of chis event and ins historical sipnificanc:
wie feel sare you will proudly support this effart.

The Thomas County Historical Sociery Museum, The Massic Heritage Center in
Savannah, Jeannine Cook, Sheila Packer, Linda Miller, Kitty Greene, Liabel Thorpe
Mealing, Minnie Lee Romdrree, Robert Moore, Holley Dean and Carolyn Hodges
will supply the majority of the articles, Telfair Academy of Are and Sciences and rthe
Jekyll Island Authority will add physical support.

Small prometional pesters will be available o advertise the evens. Anyone having
conract with historical societies, ehurch groups or the like within 2 ene hour drive of
Dlarien, please cofitact the Chairman, Mrs. Carolyn Hodges, P O. Box 1526, Daricn,
Ga. 17305, telephone 912-£37-6085, with appropriate name and address.

OLD FAMILIES OF McINTOSH COUNTY—IL

The Thorpe and allied familiss, continued from Echeoes, Vol. I, MNo. 4.
Ann's son, William Thomas Harris, an ammy captain, then colonel in the Revolution
and the first Speaker of the House in Georgia after the Revolution, married Mary
Landree. One of their seven children, Jane, married Charles Joseph Washington
Thorpe, and it was Jane's eldest son, Charles Courmey, born in 1816, who married
Harriet Macdonald. A huge man, commanding in presence, Charles Courtney was
apparently 2 conscript oficer during the Civil War because he wastoo old 1o fight



When Tunis Camphell, the black clergyman [who claimed] charge of Georgia® sea
islands under General Rufus Saywon, was blamed for organising raids by ex-slaves on
surrounding areas. Charles Thorpe was asked to alk te him. He went to see Camp-
bell on St. Carherine's, but was captured by Union soldiers waiting for him: and im-
prisoned him in Savannah. A Mr. Homer Peoples had taken refuge in a tree when
Union soldiers appeared at his house, and overheard them wlking of Thorpe's abdue-
tion, The Thorpe family gathered S300. in gold, hiddm down their well, Savannah
citizens contribisted $200. and Roufus Lester {later a Senator) bribed the jailer to let
Thorpe escape. Lester drove him by horse and bugey to the station to catch a train
for Mclntosh Staton m Liberty Counry, bur Thorpe was so weak after eight months”
imprisonment it took him three nights 1o walk home to his fumily in Jonesville
swanap, where they had taken refuge from their plantation, Lebanon, near South
Newport.  To be concloded in the nexr isspe,

"Alamaha Echoes™ i indebted to Mrs, L T. Mealing of Darien for the above in-
formation and thank her most sincerely, Jeannice Cook.

BOOK REVIEW
Major Buler's Legacy : Five Generarions of o Slave Holding Family : Malcolm Bell, Jr.
The Universoy of Georgia Press, June 1987, $25.95, 673 pages.

Om the eve of the bicentennial of our Constitation, Maleolm Bell has produced a
book that in scope reaches far beyond the Butler family who owned Butler's Island
near Darien and ran tddewater rice planmtions in the great Alramaha Delra. It i not
jost a local or regional history ; rather, it is 2 major work on the founding of our
fmﬂtr}‘-

Bell, in citing Samuel Elior Morrison, called the drafiing of the Constituton "a
work of genius:” reconciling “unity with diversity” and was the United States’ “most
original contribution™ o human liberry. Major Pierce Butler was one of the men
whe weakened the people’s covenant by treating blacks a5 properry. He drafted the
fugitive slave Article {IV, 2, 2} and the “Three Fifths Rule™ where a black slave was
considered 3/5ths of 2 human being. Blacks are mentinned only indirectly in Article
I, Section 2, part 3 of the Constitution of 1787. It states “Representarives and direct
taxes shall be apportioned among the several staces . which shall be determined by
among the whole number of free persons, ... exeluding Indians not caxed, thres 2fihs
of all other persons.” This Aaw in our nation’s social contrace was not remediad unel
afier many amendments o the Constitution and the American Civil war,

Major Pierce Batler (1744-223) an ambirious YOUREer sen of an [rish bmna,
derived a vast formne by marrying Mary Buall Middleton, an heir of large planttions
in South Caraling. Buter later sold these lands and his commiscion to buy and de
velop plintations at Hampeon Poine, S Simons and Butlers Island at Darien. The
book explores a rich and controversial genealogy by lesting the people speak from
their own letters or writings. Major Buzler emerges a3 3 contradictory person without
redecming fratures. Bell with discipling and penchint for understatement ends the
boek, “And it should not be forgotten thar Major Piercs Butler and other South
Carelina delegates helped to make the Constirution something less chan ir might
have been.”

Each chapeer is documented. Mumbered superscripts appear chapter by chapter as
an appendix called "MNoees.” This documentadon plus a rich bibliography is a sign of
the sighe years' labor to produce this resource for future scholars. In another appendix
emtided “'Personae,” Bell (in the model of Roberr Manson Meyers"s Wha's Who in



The Children of Pride) has given 2 dewiled biographical skeech with references of all
five generations of the Budler famiiy, the reladons and other figures, including freed-
men. Certainly the most well known “Persona,” eclipsing even the Major, was Fran-
ces Anne Kemble. Known as “Fanny.” The English actress had 2 disastrous marmage
with a third generation family member, Pierce Bucler Meass whe changred his sur-
name to inherit the Majoc’s name and estare. Fanny is described a3 # passionate,
fieece and well loved woman, One of their children was Sarah Bosler Wister who
inherited her mother's spiric. She was romantically linked to the American novelist
Henry James who once deseribed Fanny as a volcano.

Bell's research raises fresh insights and interpremtions of slave life. Bell akso suppors
Fanny’s view that the life of the slave was “wretched™ (Refer to p. 441).

In the chaprer “Enter Fanny Kemble" on December 30, 1538 the landing ac
Becler's sland “began to be erowded with Negroes, jumping, dancing, shouting,
tanghing and clapping their hands. .. to express their ecstacy at onr arrival.” This
celebeation provided a glimpee of the bitle known life of the slive. The “'secree life”
away from the eves ofthe overseer or master, one can enly speculate that the adapra-
tion to the misery by the Africans in their ways and thythms come to be knowmn as
Jaz2. Thanks ta the scholarly work of Bell, other Low Coumntry history studies pub-
lished since 1984, and o archeological excavations of the living quareers of slave,
overseer and plancation owner’s honie, a picture of the living conditions of planadon
life is being assembled.

In Malcolm and Muriel Bell's search of bits and frapments of old forgorten time,
one of the richest finds was in an attic in Lennox Massachusetes. One happy momene
for the Bells was discovering in the glassine envelopes the negatives of the 1913 photos
by Amelia Watson of Butler Iiland and its people. These photos together with their
own photos, some from Dinums and Shadows taken fifry years ago, add greatly to the
book. Two bequests by the Bells have provided permanent protecrion of the nega-
tives and an iJ:Ldl:n'nE of the Butler materials in 2 once 1.1.11.{"1:111;].['} W.ﬁhing'mn. D.C.
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library where they were turned away. Not all the legacy has survived, the Chesmut
Street house in Philadelphiz on the N. W. comner of 8th and Chestnut is novw the site
of a fast food store according 1o Malealm Bell,

Bell describes two fascinating geographic features. The first was 3 place which
grew cofton and rice in rotation in what is now deep Sparting marsh in the lower
Altarnaha and Buttermilk Scunds, This iselated crapland was called the Five Pound
Tree where wayward, unruly slaves were sent. Five Pound Tree was exile for of-
fenses not sufficiently atoned for by the lash. The sccond festure of Budler's Hampton
Paint on the north end of Sz, Simeons was a cur-through directdy o Altamaha Sound
called Bram's Noble Ditch. Presumably a row, boat could leave Hunipron Flantation
at the beginning of 3 food ride and go in 2 direct route to Buler's [sland with favor-
ahle tides and river currents the entire distance, By Bram's Noble Ditch a journey of
4 1/4 miles from St. Simons o Buter's sland the tme is shortened, While the jour-
ney by river is meandering and 2 miles longer. Thus Bram's Noble Dirch still visible
but grown up in marsh grass made the communications between Buler's Iland and
Hampten Point more feasible. :

Bell's background 2 a banker and financier allowed him to underszand the fman-
cial, lineage and context of many documents, wills and accounts beter than an hista-
rian perhaps could have. His original interest in the subject was generared by reading
a small 1550 news paper advertsement of 2 slave auction by Pierce (M) Butler, Jr.
Through a krge cast of characters, Bell's book sings of Amecrica with all irs faules,
blind passions and sorengehs. The book reads like a novel with beauriful complex
sentences. It will be a literary success and acclaimed on natdenwide scale for its under-
standing and humaniry. Frederick . Marland

LAHS Blockhouse Fund
Please send donarions {tax-deductible ro the extent allowable by law) to: Mrs. Lillian
Schaitberger, Treasurer, Lower Altamaha Historical Society, Box 6o1, Darien,
Georgia, 31308

FUTURE PROGRAMMES

September 17th: Mr. Rooberr §. Diavis, Jr. will talk showr Land Granes and Land
Records in Georgia, with especial reference to Melnresh Couney. Mr. Diavis,
recipient of the 1986 Award of Merit from the Navional Genealogical Sociery,
is aethor of Resserch i1 Georgia and the smm-n'-bc-publlih:d Georgia Genealog-
feal Warkbook,

October 15th- Mrs. Berry Bryde, Director=-Cuorator of the Methadiss Musenm at
Epworth by the Sea on St. Simons, will talk about the history of Gascaigne
Bluff and will dwell ar more length on the lumber mill perod and the recent
archeological fndings at Epworth,

Movember 1oth: Mr. Rusty Fleerwood of the Coastal Heritage Sodery at Fort Jack-
son, Savannah, will speak sbows the maritine histary ef this arez_ with particular
emphasis on the L.'is:u{}' as related by small boats. Mr. Fleetwaod is author of
Tide Craff and an inveterate boar builder and researcher.

December 17th: Ms. Evelyn C. Voslker, Azsociate Professor st Clemson Univer-
siey's College of Architecrure, South Carolina, will give an illustrared ralk on
her recent research into the imporcans role Blackbeard Island plaved in the
1geh century as the South Arlantc Quarantine Station.



