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FORT KING GEQRGE—THE CATALYST

TH E establishment of Fore Kmg George in 1721 serthe stage for che founding of
the Colony of Georgiz 1t was the first link n the chain 'of Brinsh frontier fores
and its presence, despite the Fort's realitively small size, prevented the French from
dominating the Altaimaba River Basn.

Laser, the departire of the garzison and abandonmene of chis forified scrong-point
on the Alamaha Rives created a power vacuum such that cxpediens acton was
[eCessrT o acechude furcher enemy depredations. The alaemed 5. Carsling Counil
11_:_;-.:,_-,_{ 10 nllllqtllih all clatms o |:|1|: fands berween the Savaneal and Aleainaby Bive
ers 01 rernrn for 2 buffer zone beewesm: chemselves and dhe Spanish ac 5e. Avgwstine.
This area was alsocoveied by the Brash. Specalaors, plilanthropsss and missionary
soigties wiere desori bing i as “'the mest deligheful counoy m the Univesse™ oflering
muumerable opporanities, especially o thise who were victims of unfortunae cir-
comstances. In Tondon interested pronps coaleseed inn a Board of Trostess: cs.imp-.x-:—
od Drpmm.u'l.e nt gentlemen, clergy and nwembers of Parhament, sntiddavery w senti-
ment and anxious o obciin the Britdsh Govemment's comsent to the esablishaient of
a "Colony of Geargia i Amenca ™ The Government agreed 10 the “George Ex-
periment’” 2nd granted the Trusters 2 chareer to *'those lands sourh of the Savenndh
River” for daeir Georgit Colony, for they realized Sat seetlers woobl defend thim-
selvis from any arrack and ehereby preserve the wermitory for the Crown at bhee or oo
expenss to the Writish Governnient.

Todav, no trace remains above ground of Fare Ky George, Wothing to tell of its
crutical eighseenth century role i maintanmg the terrirorial balmmee beoween rival
empirss. Howewver, Forr King Georee syml:-n]izm the troe bcgmmngs 0:1{;L‘Drg:1.
Symbols are powerful tools The Smme of Liberty's renewal focused the Nazon's
sentiments on the ideals of Likerey and theirrole in American lnstory, The Stage of
Georgia conld focus zeeention upon Fort King George asa sy mbol of the deremina-
nen of its people that pr reduced the Colooy amd Jaer the State of Georgia, A visible,
tassrible Forr, o facsimile of the eriginal, would powerfully stunulaee p-:::-pie ¢ Mingri-
nation and pride i the State of Georgia and cohanee & nations! undersanding of this
arca’s unigue listory

‘The Lower Alzimaha Historical Sociery, since im inception, his recogiized the
initial mnportanee of Fort King Grorge's role in Geoepia’s history and in the history
ofthe matdon. LA H.S. belivves thae the dme has come 1o capitalize on the Fort's
symbolic value, The Sociewy secks your sopporr, and thar of the St of Georgia, for
a cotrcerted effore to upgrade Fart King George a5 3 rrue hismoric size,
[CELEBRATING the z50th vear of th first Scors Highlanders settlement at Darien,
Fort King George Histaric Siteis hosting a vatiety of special programms in 1986

Admission 8100 for adults, g0 for children under 12, under 6 free, Group rares
available For more informadon call 912-237-2770.




OLD FAMILIES OF McINTOSH COUNTY—1L.

"Never move away From this coast becanse vou won't starve here.” was Mrs, Mera
Wasen's advice to ber children as they grew up in Mclnresh Couney in the early
oo Her father, [ohn Mcntosh A twrond, i his large family LL11.1,.][!| duep
allegance 1o the area but for different TEisor S he bnew rih:l children ot hs leave
tcmpumnh bt thiat thiey wouid always nbed 1 renurn o smcll dhe i

John Melritosh Arwood had ciise to know thiss his § farebears had tiv edalnng the
Melntosh Counry comthnesimge their parrarch, Jobhn MeTngesh “hobr,” bad siepped
s<hare from the m_sh.lf-'nn £-of Miakes 1 1736 o ound Darien: Today, more thot pwo
dozen County residenss, mocing thor mugestsy (6 Jobn Mcniash* Bloh! thraiigh
Ann Menmosh, sl bve cn o iear e some Tands sccorded theis ancestors By Kimg's
Grant. '

Ths family's forsmes were long centred on land, bosh in Melstosh Counry {zloing
the coast from Cedar Pomt soath towards the Ridee ) and i middle Georgia. Ann
Melniosh marmed Mew Inglander Henry Acwood in 1424 and lived oo her plantasiois
in Puznam Conncy. Family history relates thar she woold go 1o the slave marker at
Lewisville, Georgia, and 10 the coast to purchase the shives remaming il Tast on the
block through poor health or physigue, and wenld nurse them back to good health,
Reputedly, Ann was the lirgess slave owner it Grorgia but freed her shives weil
before the Givil War.

Aur's five sotss lived on the Faoaly propermies (Clark’s Blaf, Manchester South,
Cedar Springs, Shell Bluif, and Baywood) in Mclntosh County after the Civil War,
which had scen them officers in the civalry vpon graduation from the Georgia Mili-
tary College at Milledpewlle) These Arwood sons, Alfred, Henry, James, Jobo Mcln-
tosh md his twm brochir, Géeoroe Elion, cultbivated cotton, vom, oais, vestock s
timnber, Hazzard's Deck (i present-day Viloesjwas a shippmg pui:n[ for cheir min-
ber, by Mr. Hazzard's store. John Melnrosh Avwood al o owned 2 commissary near
che Crescemn raitroad smuon. His n.rpf:nh boar caprained 1-.}. Frank T __IlurauL. wonld
recurn from Savannah laden with barrel, of Alour, whiskey ocven blacks of ice.
“These were kepe in saw-dust Timed holes in the pround during the winzer ; melons
occipied che sime storage holes during sensmer,

With lind practically worthless afrer the Cavil War, the N. Georgia properties
passed ot the family, with 17 lots i Adanes (now she Five Yoinrs- Whitehall area)
Freing gambled away i a pokee game by two Atwood sons. The enadt began o loom
Lirger in the fmily fortunes and ulimarely, seafuod saved the renanents of the prom—
errices after the 4 depresion James Aryood, whe rm‘ncd the land whies King Shamp
Co. mow mands in Valonz, wdvidetised for help and wens imtod sanning oysters and
sheivp, Heney Avwood anried dnother oyster canning plant a Cedar Poine, while
Hugh Atwood Durrows, Jobn Atwoad’s grandson, was ove ob the b commercl
Eshermen it the area, At bis deardy, the Seate of Genrgiz published s comtiendaron
citing his pioncering efforts in rucking seafood to Balnmere and farther aurth

Huizlt's half brothier, Hunrer Watson, dn expert shompboat builder ang shrimper,
also expenmented with mansporting -:!Jr'mp- by boat o noethern nurkess, A mip he
mizde with Frank Hanneberger ended m disaster on the setum voy 2 and incidenrly
confirmied his mother's prschic powers. Long befare there was sny indmaton of had

*  weather, Mrs Warson had phoned the Chardeston Coast Crisard 1 a5k them to warch
['Ur a IjTTII: wh:tc ¢'|'|]-|"|11 oar ﬂ] 1]'.1.1_|I:|I|-_, E\fﬂj[l,,iil'lﬁ' :_'ﬂﬂ'i"l".li?‘d Lb.‘_ (irasy (lliﬁl’d l"‘l 12
10 sea i the USS Yamacraw il mdeed found the boat in distress. Tr was two days

*®



befote the heavy scas subsded sufficienthy for Hunter, Frink and the crew 1o be res- )

cucd affor muany 4 dramanc inomest, *
By 10305, shrimping had become a way of life for many of Ann Mclntoshs dee @ o %
scendanes atid their fortunes lave ssirmored the evalotion. of America’s seafood indul- -

try. Behind such enidesvoun, hovwever, remains this deep emotional tie to their fore
farhess” lands oy ‘l.l. hich Tiany b e e A Mrs Cay: Imbs sl n"E CHTiE upan
her familv's 250 }'r_.i-s in Ml:lnmgh Cmm:}r, We're thie tenacious oTEs—ive stayed
ere wrhils other fanuly membess wene elsewhore:”

Wirh acknowledgement and worm chianks to: Mrs. Lewis Graharm, Mes. Perry.
Saunders amd Mies, Gayr Jae n!::.

BOOK REVIEW

Tide Craft. l'].‘H::HCIaE of Lower Sowth Garoling and ‘G IMEEE THS0-1950.
Bnsty Flestowiod. l".tbl:sh;d by Coastal Hesdige Souiey, ]"LJ'.::#DH Savannah;
1982, 21y pps ]]lus:ntrd. CXCETE l'ﬂ':uir-grn"\h\
LT'I"I'lg i Mlntosh Couitty Lﬂlmﬁ nremones of nnsher coaft conuing dewi die ’
Alrarmaha River and 2 comstant presence of shemy tawlics, small boass and Barcaus.
Crriosity aboar the oslgans and history eFthese Georpia watercraft s rewiarded by
TIHOECR AFT, 2 br':nk P" blishid 1062 bt wellworh .'».L*L.km{,_, ot _'g-
As the author sptes in bis Pro bisgrme 1 ™y el 'the Story of this fegion fm__n
Eﬁ'l'l'rL“-l:c‘ln South-Caroling, o Licksonwitle, Florida), ie# necessary ol of boats.
Mot ncr:cs:-s.ﬂ]:. finev o lirge orafe, just plon, gee-from-heremto-there bours this
cotlit liveswith dhe mud, the bysier rakies. the namow creeks, .md [|'r.; short chioppy
ses o thesoumeds and wenld be sis apiecheap 1o build and oper i
Tracinge the history oF boats ot early Trdien ames srwards, -'L‘IT. Hlectwood un-
folds tha sty of Coastl Georpia, Tor pravel mehis reoion bus been sssentially on dhe
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rivers snd coastal waters. Mastery of the inlend passages became 1 vital aspect of the
strugale between France, Spain and England for carly senlers depended npon boass
and ships “to ransport trade goods, secure and explore surrounding areas, protec:
themzelves from enemy meursions by water snd escape if need be™
Mr. Fleetwood cakes the reader through the development of the local Lirger shio
bailding indusery from the 17005 onwards, whilit cmphasising the vital role smafler
dugonts, periaguas, canocs  Trus-me-Gawds™ in Gulla) and later batezux played in
cozseal life. Fornmes ebbed and 8owed in rice snd cotron planmtion e, warnmes,
fishing, shesmiping and uystering scasons, and for cach perind, the l:lu_mmds for dﬁcr—
ettt types of boars are clearly discernable, Plansation racing canors demonstraze clo-
quently these affluenr, scable times | yacht regareas rell 4 snilar scory of of the arca's
restiegence, mainky thanks to the rimber and phosphate industrics, in the 1880s-1300%.
The fortines of the fisst seeam-pawered boat buile in 1790 in Savannah, the sory of
the: Hunley, the firse submzrine ever to sk an enenry warship (off Charleston in
1864}, the revalunon brought about by the internal combutition engine from 1yoo
cnwards, especially in the shrimping industry... Ihese are but 2 small sampling of the
book's fascmaring contents.

FUTURE PROGRAMMES
7:30 poaw on the 3rd Thuesday, ar the Courthouse, Darien
5¢E£ rhch, 1y8e: Mr. Ken Akins, Superintendent of Fore King George Historic Site,
Will give an illsstrated talk on the Site's history and futuze plans,

Oct, jrd or gth- D David Hurst Thoas of the Amencan Museum of Marural
History in Mew York and Director of the Santa Casaling de Guale exesvanions
on St Catherine's Idand wall discuss the bitest important discoveries on St
Casherine's and give a gumded wour of Fort King George, postulacsd sive of an
eacly Spanish mission. Plesse contace Fr. King George 3t tel. g37-4770 for final
dare and nme of e Thomas's vistn orcheck the Daeim News for LAFLS
announcement For that week.

Now, 2othr Bill Bivers, Superintendens of Hofwd Plancacion, il give an Thasmared
talk on the culovation of ricy along dhie Georgin coase during the plantation era.

Drec, 18th: Sutan Mason, Curzsor of Educacion of dic Jekyli land Auchorisy Mu-
sensn, will talk abows Christmas customs m the Souch in the ite tgth cenvory,
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